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The Pens Excellencie. 


& HE Profeſſion of the Pen atthis day being ſo'Exordiew. 
} vniuerſall, and the Profeſſors themſelues for 
> the moſtpart ſoignorant, and inſufficient to 

$ vndertake fo worthy a funRion ; together 
with the defireI haue (according to my ſmall 
dy > $ Talent) to benefit ſuch as are, or would be 
| Os XK© } Pratticioners in that Commendable Art of 
SUES Faire WRITING z werethe onely mo- 
tiues that induced mee to manifeſt ynto the view of thEworld, theſe 
few lines heereafter enſuing. Wherein before enter into diſcourſe 
concerning the Artir ſelfe , giue mee Jeaue curſolily to — 
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9d5 8 abuſes which are offered vnto the Pen by a number of 
e Peti-men;who as they do intrude themſelues into the ſociety of 


.. . Artiſts, and vſurping the name of Pen-mer , ſeeke Detinere Artems in 
R—_ ſo by their audacious brags and lying promiſes, they doe 
w 


and obſcure both the excellency of the Pew, and the digniry 


* of thoſethar are, indeed, true Profeſſors thereof. 


* ButT purpoſe nor to heape vp all the abuſes which they may be 
—_— to offer vnto the Pex; for that were to loſe my ſelfe in an 
endlefle diſcourſe :1 will onely point at a few which I hold to be the 
chiefeft,and do belong principally to matter of Teaching : And thoſe 


7 Tfiadeto be fourc. 


- Fix youſhal obſerue that theſe ——__ they|deſerueno bet- 
rex title) are, for moguanen part of them, of no ſtanding , nor cuer 
hate had any ground in the Art, onely haue 4 certaine confuſed kind 
of writing voidecyther of Life, Dexterity, or Art it ſelfe ; and yer 
notwithitanding they profefie, and in their Bils (clapt ypon euery 
poſt)promiſe to performe as much as aty whoſoeuer, For let any 
man Sh their Ly-bill, (for ſo I may very well tearme them) and 
heeſhall fee how liberall they are in their promiſes this way, profeſ- 
:Fing x0 teach any one (not ſtanding vpon the capacity of the pupill) 
ta wiite:s ſufficient hand in a moneth, and ſome, of them doe ſay 


4; in 


in a fortnight, Yet, if they did but ſay ſo, it were tollerable, when 35 
they themſeclucs(I dare be bold to affirm it)may go ſo long to ſchool 
tolcarne alittle 4, and yetnot attane to the true touch thereof, being 
fitter for other Mechanicall occupations, ( wherein ſome of them, 
to my knowledge, haue Lone dekadd vp) then for the Profeſſion of 
this ja curious an Art, Whoſe Writmgs (ifthey come to the touch» 
Gone of Art, which cannot crre , 0 to the judgement of Artiſts, 
who ſeldome are deceiued) will prooue lame and ſchoole-boy-like. 
And although in ſome of their doings there may ſceme (in the eyes 
of the ignorant)to be a ſhew of Art : howbeit rantum abſunt a perfec- 
tione, quantum ab ignania animi magnitudes , They come as farrc ſhort 
of thole that have the leaſt skill, as they doe of perfeion, 

Next, whereas we that are Pen-men hold this as a Maxime inthe 
Art of writing, To yeeld a reaſon of cuery thing wee doe (fince plus 
apud nos vera ratio valet, quam vnlgi opinis) why theſe ignorant Pro= 
feſſors are ſo reaſonleſle in all their workes, both of Writing and 
Teaching, that it is impoſſible for thoſe whom they teach, or that 
imitate their doings, toreapc any benefit by them , Reaſun being a 
ſecond Schoolemaſlter to bring a man to knowledge in any Art he de- 
lires to praQiſe, And certainly (Experience tels mee)that in the mat- 
ter of Teaching, nothing is more auaileable to alcarner then the de« 
B 2 mornſtratioa 


2 Abuſe. 


3 Abuſe. 


monſtration ef Reaſon, So that heerein appeares the ſecond abuſe, 
inthat theſe men , being not able to yeeld a reaſon of that they pro- 
feſle: doe neuerthelefle (Parrat-like) boaſt of their skill,and in their 

apers giue out yanting ſpeeches, as if ſo bethey were the onely fel- 
owes that would (as we ſay) beare away the Bell: whereas if a man 
take a view of any of their workes or writings, he ſhall findetherein 
no appearance go= of Truth, Reaſon, or Art: but on the contrary, 
ſuch weake ſuffe as he would rather imagine it to be the ſcratching 
of a Hen, then the worke of a profeſt Pen-man. 

Thirdly, (becauſe I would be breife) by theſe their large ( yet ly- 
ing)promiſes they blinde the eyes of the Common fort , who are ra. 
ther affe&ed with noueltics and ſtrange deuices,though they appeare 
innothing but yaine oftentations, then with the ſoundnes of tudge- 
ment and exquiſitenes of skill, wherewith Artiſts are endued. For is 
it not a common thing amongſt them, as well in their refidenceabour 
this famous City (which God knowes ſwarmes with them)as in their 
curricular progrefſes ouer all places in this kingdom; to carry abour 
them, yea and to ſet in open view the Writings and Tables of other - 
men, and affirme they are their owne ?I appeale to none bur to my 
owne experience herein, howbeit I am perſwaded divers others(and 
which I now too) will concurre with mee in this trueth. And whar 
is 
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- is this, thinke you, bit deceprioviſie, 4 blinding ofthe world with 
Niewes of what they arc not? *-/ 9124, 1: 
Laſtly, they doe alſo hinder the commodity of thoſe that goe as 4 Abuſs. 
farre beyond them in excellency bf writlagas the Sunne exceedes 
the Moone; and that two waies; 4. 
Firſt, by their baſe and ignomihious cariage of themſclues in their 
accuſtqmary coſening, whereby men take occaſion to conceiue ſo ill 
of others of the ſame profeſſion, that ic is almoſt impoſſible'for any 
one(doe or mrane heencuer ſo well, } to haue 'chrertainthefit where 
they haue beene before, LIToU0y 7 
And ſecondly by the milltirude of cherfi , which is ſo great that a 
man cati goe into-u6 corhet of this City, but hee ſhall ſee and heare 
of a worldof ſquirting Teachers,not one of them almoſt worthy ro 
carty a Pen-mans Incke-horne after him; -itiuch lefſe ro beare the 
name of a good Pen-man, — | 
Diuers other abufes there irewhich theſe men doe offer ynto the 
excellency of the Pen & Pen-men:But leſt I ſhould ſeemprolixe in ſo 
Night an argument,] will heere leave them ro the cenſure of the skil- 
ſull;'and ro thoſe that to their eofthave made triall of them, Foraſ- 
much as my intent is not ſo much'to deteR the folly of thoſe ynwor- 
thy Profeflors (which is palpable enough to euery one) asto _—_ 
| B 6 
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F | oſeph. lib. I, 
de Antiquitat, 


of the Artit ſelfe, reducing all that I entend to ſpeake in commenda« 
tion thereof, ynto theſe three heads: 


[ To the Antiquity. 
2 Tothe Excel. thereof, 
3 Tothe Dinerſfity, 


Firſt for the Antiquity of it, Some affirme that the yſe of this Art, 
was found out in the yery infancy of the world : and that Ewsch the 
ſeuenth from «Adam hadskill therein: for(/oſephus credibly reports, 
that one of the Prophecies which,Exach wrote on pillars of tonegre- 
mained eyen in his-time ; or at leaſt ſome ruine thereof, But cthers 
doe aſcribe thoſe Pillars to Serb, who liugd before £voch, Howlſoc- 
uer, if it were but as ancient a5 3he Law, ic carries with it age © 
nough. 

'As for the Art of Printing, which came vp but yeſterday (in com* 
pariſon) and is now in much requeſt , that canno way blemiſh the 
Art of Writing,for as much as #riting is the Preſident, by which Prin- 
eing is cffecd, and therefore the more worthy: For as wee ay in A- 
rithmeticke, Ont of the greater the leſſer « dedutted : So that that 
whence the deduRion is made, is greater then the deduRion it _ 

I ſha 
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T ſhall not neede to argue much vpen the Antiquity of this Art, in 
regard of the vniuerſall knowledge thereof, What worthy and no» 
table as were heretofore done by any, eytherDiuine,Moral Legal, 
or Martial, but were reſerued to after ages by the meanes of Writing? 
AndI wonder how wee ſhould euer haue attained to any kinde of 
learning,thad wee not had the ſcrolles of ourlearned forefathers to 
peruſe andlooke into, as alſo the holy Scriptures, I» quibus ſunt ow- 
wes theſauyi ſapientie ac ſcientie reconditi? 

The nextthing to be entreated of, is the Excellency of the Art of 2 Part. 
Writmg,which doth enidently appeare in theſe two things. 

Firſt, in the earneft defire that all men for the moſt part hane to at» x Deſideris, 
taine ynto it : for thoſe things which are rare and deleQtable are 
ſought for and purſued of all men, that's a rule in Nature : Now the 
Art of Writing is a moſt excellent and deleRable Art,and therefore of 
all men much defired, 

Secondly,the Excellency appeares in the —_ thereof: for it 2 Neceſitate. 
is neceffary for all (you know) to write; and thoſe that cannor,finde 
what a multitude of inconueniences doe come vpon them , for the 
want of it. And herein(by the way) ſuffer me not to giue conniuence An anſwer 06 
to that yngrounded opinion of many, who affirme Writing to bee al- ©9mwor obie- 


together ynneceflary for women. If by it many foule buſineſſes are Hin, 
contraed 


gomraged, andtheredy much hurt effeRed: Ts this to be laidypon 
the Art it{elfe? Or is not rather the ill diſpoſition of thoſe to.be char- 


gedheerewich, who make it the inſtrument , whereby they bring to 
paſſe cuill ations ? For not the yſe, but the abuſe of athing is ic 
which makes it odious, If it werg otherwiſe , why then foule impy- 
tations may. be laid ypon the beſt vertues , which of themſclues are 
immaculate. 

To be briefe, the Art of Writing is ſo excellent, and of ſuch neceſ- 
{ary yſc, that none ought to be without ſome knowledge therein , 
ſince the excellency of no Art without it can be made knowne or ma- 
nifeſted, And if any Art be commendable in a woman, (I ſpeake not 
of their ordinary workes wrought with the needle, wherein they ex- 
cell) it is this of #riting; wherby they, commonly hauing not the. beſt 
memaries'(eſpecially concerning matters of moment ) may commit 
many worthy and excellent things to Writing, which'may, ogcaſio- 
nally,miniſter ynto them matter of mugh ſolace. 

" Herebyalfothe ſecrets that are, andavght to be, betweene Man 

and Wife; Friend and Friend, 8c, in eyther of their abſcences,may be 

confined to their owne priuacy, which (amongſt other things )is nog 

the meaneſt dignity, 

' Laſtly, thepraGtiſe of this Art is ſo neceſlary for women, and con- 
$2420 7 | ſequently 


ſequently ſo excellent, thatno woman ſuruiuing her husband , and 
who hath an cate left her, ought to be without the yſe thereof, ar 
leaſtin ſome reaſonable manner : For thereby ſhe comes to a certain« 
ty of her eſtate, without truſting to the reports of ſuch as are yſually 
imployed to looke into the ſame: whereas otherwiſe for want of it, 
ſhe is ſubie& to the manifold deceits now yſed in the world, and 
by that meaues plungeth her ſelfe into a multitude of inconueni. 
ences, 

Wherefore their opinion who would barre women from the yſe 
of this excellent faculty of #riting , is vtterly lame, and cannot by 
force ofargument be maintained. | 

Andalthough the Excellency of this Art (to ſpeake of the curio- 
fity thereof) be ſomwhat ſhadowed by rhe dulnes of ſome Mechani- 
call ſpirits, who ſeldome haue skillin any thing, out of their owne e= 
lement, that thinke wr:t5:g to be onely a bend libour , and ſo they 
can write to keepe a rey ſhop-booke, they care for nomore ; neuer 
eſteeming the commendable manner of faire and orderly Priting , 
which ought in all buſineſſes to be obſerued , as wellin Loting of 
bookes for Merchants, and others, as in all kinde of engrofſements, 
appertainingto the Law, &c: Yer notwithſtanding the Plendor and 
grace of writing ſhincth moſt — in the ſcrolls of skilfull F-4 

$3 


g Part. 


tiſts,as in the writing of ſome may appeare to them that haue infight, 

And what ſhould I ſay ofthe Excellency of this Art ? Is it not one 
pf the hands by whichnot onely this, but all other Common-wealths 
are ypholden ? The key which opens a paſſage tothe deſcrying and 
figding out of ipnumerable treſures? The handmaid to memory? The 
Regiſter and Recorder of all Arts? and the yery Mouth whereby a 
man familiarly conferreth with his friend , though the diſtance of 
thouſands of miles be betwixt them? 

Infinite other things might be ſpoken concerning the Excellency 
of this Art of Friting ; and where 1 faite inthe ſetting forth thereof, 
alſiſt me with your manifold imaginations, 

The 34 & laſtthing to be diſcuſſed of in commendation of this Art, 
is the Diverſity thereof, I meane the diuers kindes of hands which are 
now vicd among ys. For although they all go vnder the name of wri- 
ting ; ou they areto bediftinguiſhed according to the diverſity of 
them;Howbeit my purpoſe is not to clog my diſcourſe with an enu- 
weration of cuery idle hand that may be written ; for that were ab- 
ſurd,and out of the clement of a Pen-man,1I wilonly entreat of thoſe 
which are the principall ; and wherein the moſt Art, the greateſt cu- 
riofity, and therareſt dexterity of the Artiſt is to be manifeſted : and 
they axe theſe which follow, vs. 
| 1 Secretary 


1 Secretary. HE 
2 Baſtard Secretary, or Text, 
3 Roman. 
Italian, 
's Co" 
6 Chancery. 


Of cach of which I will briefly ſpcake ſomewhat, onely by way of 
diſtin&ion, in regard would not willingly weary the Reader with 
ſuperfluous Cl cumſtances, or deteine him long from that which fol- 
loweth, | 

For the firſt, viz: the Secretary ; which is ſo tearmed £8 I con- Secretary, 
ceiue)partly becauſe it is the Secretaries common hand,and partly al» 
ſo becauſe it is the onely vſuall hand of Bagjng, for diſpatching of 
all manner of bufineſſes for the moſt part,whatſocuer, —_— 

I might adde hereunto the ſuper-excellency of this hand,in reſpe& 
of any other hand; for that the very denomination thereof, imports 
ſome things in it that arenot cafily to be found out. And true it is, 
that wholocuer doth praiſe it (according to the true nature of it) 
ſhall perceiue therein many ſecret and ſubtill paſſages of the hand, Secretaring 4 
which few, but thoſe that haue beene wel grounded therein by a true ſecreres, 


C 3 Artif 


Artift, are able to comprehend: but I affe&breuity, 
Toſpeake of the kindes of Secretary , is (in theſe dayes) no eaſe 
matter : for ſome haue deuiſed many, and thoſe ſo ſtrange and diſ- 
uiſed ; that there is hardly any true ſtraine of a right Secretary in 
Com. For mine owne part,I make diſtinion berweene the Set, Fa- 
cil,and Faſt hands, of which three I ſhall ( God willing) by and by 
propoſe ſome few examples, 


2 Baſtard Se> Thenextis Baſtard Secretary, and ſo named by the beſt, becauſe it 


SYE14T7« 


3 Roman, 


3s gotten of the Secretary, as thoſe that haue any $kill may perceiue, 
This is a herd not ſo yſuall as the former; yer of great validity, and 
for diuers purpoſes exceeding gracefull ; as for Engrofſements, Epi- 
taphs for Tombes, Titles of Bookes, and many other vſes, which 
would be too tedijous for me heere to recite, 

The third is Rewer, which hath his denomination from the place 
where (it ſeemes) it was firſt written, yiz.: Rowe, A hand of great ac« 
count, and of much yſe in this Realme, eſpecially in the Uninerſities : 
and itis conceiued to be the cafieſt hand that is written with Pen,and 
to bee taught in the ſhorteſt time : Therefore it is vſually raugheto 
women , for as much as they (hauing not the patience to take any 
great paines, and beſides phantaſticall and humorſome) muſt bee 
taught that which they may inſtantly learne ; otherwiſe they are yn» 
certaine 


certaine bf their proceedings, becauſe their mindes are (vpor light 
occaſions) ealfty drawne from their firſt reſolution. UE COU Cf 

The fourth is [ralian,a hand innature not much differerit froth Ro- 4 Italian; 
man, butin manner and forme, of much incongruity theteunto, This 
1s a hard which of late is growne very vſuall, and is much affeRed b 
divers : for indeede, it is a moſt excellent and curious band, and to be 
writren with ſingular command of hand ;-elſe it will appeare burvye- 
ry raggedand vile; andif the Pen betaken off in coniunRienof t 
letters, it is neyther approucable; nor Pea-man-like, but meere bot- 
ching, which is deteſtable. Lf 2120917 43 | 

The fift is Court band.; ſo called, for that it is of great yſe'in thoſe 5 Cort, 
two famous Courts of the Kings Bench and Commen Pleas, Itis:a 
ſomewhat dithculr ro write well, and hee that continually wrires- ix; 
may haply come to perfe@ion in that z but for other hands (if h 
could write neuer ſo many) let himneuer looke to write any of the 
well: forit is able to marre them all. I am not teaſonleſſe in this opi* 
nion, but able (vnto any that pleaſe) to produce the cauſe, 

Thelaſt is Chaxcery , which every man knowes to be writteri no 6 C 
where but inthe High Comrt of Chancery, and in other Offices, which 
haue reference thereunto, Tam of opinion, that this hand being well 
written, is far more gracefull then the Cowre, and equally difiult 

.c t 


3 


Ic hath a kinde of mixture of the: Cone and Baſtard Secretary init, 
which any man iudgement may eaſily perceiue. © 
There are two kindes heercof, the Sert and Feff ; the difference be- 
eweene them is not little, as they that arc Clarkes well know, 
- Thus much, or rather thus little, I thought good to deliudry tou. 
Ce ity, Excellency, and Diverſity obthe Art of Writing, 
ow heere {hall follew certaine peeces or gs of the ; 
ſeuerall beads befor® mentioned ; whercin: 1 haue endeauoured 
eo fit my ſelfe with extraordinary marter for Coppics; holding it an 
abſurd thing ina good Pen-man to make choice of ſuch fuſtian Ruffe, 
a3 many doe, onely to ſet out their Coppies,, and make the writing 
feeme gracefull tothe eye, Alſolhaue laboured to be ſo perſpicu- 
Ous in the nature ofeuery hand, as that the meancſt may imitate me, 
and reape ſome benefit by me, 
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Thus from the gate or entrance,T haue brought you into the houſez 
where you haue ſcene ſundry ornaments and peeces of Art : and now 
(ifyou be not weary) goe with me into one roome more, and there 
take a view of the implements and tooles , with which you muſt 
worke, if you meane to prouea Pen-man; andlearne how you areta 
vic and handlethem. But before we enter, ſteppe afide with me, and 
I will giue you notice of certaine obſeruations , which are neceſſary 
to be knowne of euery one that will praRiſe this Art. 


Obſeruations for writing. 
| 20-42, one that intends eyther to be a Teacher of others, or a Pra« 
Qtitioner for himſclfe z ought to know that in the Art of Letters, 
or Writing, three things are to be obſerued, viz, 
1 Ratio 
Jy Modus 
3 Species, : 
The former whereof, which is Reaſon, hath reference to the wt- 
derftanding, and doth moſt of all concexne the ſpeculative part of 
Writing. 
The 


Goneraly 


Particularly, | 
1 Katis. 


VNy - 2 Modus. 


 Thbtwo latter, viz. the manner and ſhape (which of cuery letter. 
throughout the Alpbaber is to be obſerued) doth confiſt in the cat- 


riageof the hand ; andtheſe are the prat'ique parts of Writing. 


Firſt, the Reaſos of cuery letter muſt be found our ; as why ſuch a 
letter -being made thus and thys, ſeemes more grace'y I then beeing 
made ſo and ſo 7 Likewilf , as for euery letter, andtheleaſt rouch 
withchePen , a reaſon muſt be given: So it is n the coniunclicn, 
knitting or ioyning together of the letters ; Why the pen muſt heere 
be taken off, and why = not taken off ? why the the nature of this 
letter will admit the taking off of the Pen; and why the nature of that 
letter doth require the contrary. Theſe things mult bee reſolued to 
the learner, by Reaſon; elſe how ſhall ke vnderſtand to write well ? 

Next,the manner of making cuery letters muſt be knowne too, For 
if a Scholler þe taught to frame his letter after anill, cor1upt & con « 
trary way: It cannot be that he ſhould euer write well. And although 
perchance ſome doe write ſufficient and ſeruiceable hands, that never 
were taught the true way of framing their CharaQers: Yet notwith= 
ſtanding, what they do,they (as we ſay)do by roate,not vnderſtand. 
ing, orconceiuing how they write, ForIdareyndertake , that ſuch 
2s haue not beenerightly grounded heerein, arc neuer able to know 

or judge of the goodnes or badnes of a letter, Therefore it were ta 


be 


be wiſhed, that men would refraine from theſe Botchers that ſpoyle 
ſo many, and bring vp ſuch a multitude of Scriblers, notfitfor any 
mans employment : and that they would (not ſtanding vpon the pay, "= 
as many ignorant perſons doe) put their youth ro ſuch as are able to 
reach, and are knowne to be good Pen-men, 

Laſtly, as the reaſon and the manner of euery letter is to be obſer- 2 Specier. 

ued : ſo the ſhape (which giueth fe and fpirir to writing) muſt bee 
knowne alſo: for therein the very ſubſtance of Friting confifteth. 

| Herein a man oughtto be yery wary and circumſpe&, concerning | 
the carriage ofhis Pen: That is,that he do not preſſe ypon thar part of | 
the letter which requires a fauourable touch ; nor be ſparins in that | 
part which requires the contrary ; for in eyther, the Þirit of the let- | 
ter is dulled & made blockiſh,ſo that the ſhape cannot then be good. 1 


— 'Y, 


ms 


It ſhall not be amiſſe for the diligent Praltitioner, more ſpecially to obſerue * þ 
theſe few briefe Rules concerning Writing, viz. | 


I Pt to ſize his Writing, that is, to make the depth and ffilneſle | 
proportionable, | | i 
2 Then to ebſcruc the whitez, for that's a maine matter. 
_ 3 Laftly, ro keepe an equall diſtance, as welt betweene letter ny 
| all 


and letter, as betweene worde and worde. 
Theſe three being the chiefeſt things wherein the grace of Writing 
conſiſterh, 
In the next place I hold it neceſſary to ſet downe certaine rules for 
the making and holding of the Pen, with other things thereunto ap- 
pertaining. 


Obſeraations or Rules for the making of the Pen, 


Fter you haue gotten you a good Pen-knife well edg'd & ſmoo- 
thed ypon a hoane, and good ſecond quils, eyther of gooſe or 
Rauen, ſcraped with the backe of your knife , begin to make your 
Pen thus, | 
I Firft, holding your quill the right fide ypwards , cut off about 
the third part of it flatalong to the end, 
2 And turning it on the backe fide, cut off the very cnde of ita» 
floape ; which being done, it will be forked. 
3 Then holding it ftill on the backe, make a little cur in the yery 
middeft of the quill, 
4 When you haue done ſo, take the end of your knife if ithaue a 
Pegge, or elf: another quill, and make a flit yp ſuddenly, cuenin xhe 


cut.you gaue before, 


5 Which 


. —— —_— 


— 


5 Which becing done, turne your quill on the right fide againe, 
and begin to cut alittle thought aboue the lit, on that fide which is 
next your left hand,and ſo continue cutting by degrees,till youthink 
you haue ſufficiently cut that fide : But heerein you mult be yery wa- A caueat; 

ry you cut not off too much of the lit ; for then your penne will be Note that if your 


too hard, and if you leaue too much alſo, it will be ouer ſoft, wil(as manybaue) 
6 Theneuen againſt the place you began to cut the firſt fide, cut #* feeth,you are 
to pare it on the 


the other likewiſe, till you haue made them both of an equall thinnes; . 
and then trying it by liring vptheſlityponthenaile of Lava thumbe, _ _ _ | 
you ſhall ſce whether it be too ſoft or tpo hard: if eyther, bring it to | 
a meane by adding more flittoit, if you ſee it to betoo hard; or by 
taking ſome away, if youperceiue itto be too ſoft, 

Laſtly, heerein lies the difficulty, viz: in the nibbing of the Pen: 
wherein | obſerue this rule, that placing it on the naile of my thumb, 9b/erue that this [ 
or middle finger, I hold my knife ſomewhat floaping,and cut the end nibbing of the Pex, | 
of the nibbe, not quite off; but before my knife come off, I turne ®*f be dene ar hl, 


him downe-right,and ſo cut the nibbe cleane away, on both fides a- ; vacbuy's, hay 


[eeme to be tw .. 
like; contrary to that olde vulgar rule, Dextrapars penne, &c. Now nay = _ ! 
ifmy Pen be to write full, I cut off ſomuch the more of the nibbe; if wiſe, it will not vo 


{mall, ſo much the leſle. write currantly. 


D 2 Ob- 


A caxcat. 


Obſeruations for the heldrg of the Pen, 


1 HAR your Pen betweene your thumbe, your forefinger, and 

your middle finger :vrz: with the top of your thumbe, the 
botrome, or lower part of your fore. finger ; andthe toppe, or ypper 
part of your middle finger. | 

2» And let your other two fingers ioyne to the reſt alittle thought 
withinthem ; ſuffering none of your fingers with which you hold the 
Pen, to touch paper ; for that is the proper office of the fourth and 
little fingers, by which the ſtrength of the others is maintained. 

3 Laſtly, for thecight vſage ofthe Pen, when you can hold it; 
you ſhall obſerue, that it ought to be held direAly vpon the full; for 
thatis moſt proper,being that the nibbe of the Pen muſt be cut cuen, 
otherwiſe it is ſubie& to ſpatter, Howbeit, Idenynot, but in the 
fetching of any — ,- it muſt bee held alittle inclining to the 
left fide ; for ſo the pen will giue full where it ſhould, and ſmall alſo 
where it is required, 

Note, that the Pen muſt be held very gently in the hand, without 
oriping, becauſe of two inconuenicnces which come therchy. 

1 The one is, that the command of hand, which otherwiſe (by the 
eafic holding thereof is to be attained) is hereby vtterly loſt. 

2 The other1s, that by this griping, or hard holding of the Pen, a 


man 


man is kept from 4 ſpeedy diſpatch of thathee goes about to writez 
both which are maine enemies to Clarke-like writing, 


_— 
— l——— 


CM. B. hu private opinions concerning Pen-mtunſhip. 


of botching in the Art of riting; yea thoughit bein aletter of 
the greatelt vnertainty. 

2 Againe, I am of opinion, that although in the writing of ſome 
Hauds (as of the Sert Secretary and ſome other) it be now and then 
tollerable to take off the Penne in coniunRion of the letters,for the 
more formall writing thereof : yet that in the Facill, but eſpecially 
in the Faſt Secretary,it is ſo iniurious to the perfeRion of Clarke-like 
writing ; that I cannot free him that vſeth it from the impuration of 
a meere Botcher, 
| 2 The like opinion doe I retaine of thoſe, who muſt write euery 
thing that is to be performed in any reaſonable faſhion, and with cre- 
dirt; with or by a {ine: For therein they ſhew themſclues rather Car* 
penters then Writers, and cannot (inthe iudgement of Artiſts) be 
rightly tearmed good Pen-mer. | 

4 Alſo(in my iudgement) he cannot be reputed a good Pen-wan, 

D 3 that 


I | Bk itis a moſt abſurd and hatefull quality, to yſe any manner | 


that is not able, ypon an inſtant, with any Pen, I»ke, or Paper, andin 
the preſence of whomſoecuer, to manifeſt ſome skill : Being thatthe 
rare and abſolute quality of the Pen conſifteth nor in the painting, 
pricking forth, and tedious writing of fixe lines, privately in a mans 
ſtudy, with the beſt implements : But in a ſweete command of hand, 
and a certaine conceiued preſumption. 

5 Laſtly,to vſe any ſtrange, borrowed, or inforc't tricks & knots, 
in or about writing,other then with the cclerity of the hand are to be 
performed, is —— toſet an inglorious glofle ypon a ſimple peece 
of worke, then to giue a comely luſtre to a perfeR patterne; they be- 
ing as ynnaturall to Writing,as a ſurfer is to a temperate mans body, 


—————————— 


| The Poſtſcript to the Reader, 


Entle Reader,if there be any thing herein that may content thee, 7 ſhall thinke my paines 

well ſpent ; if there be not, yet uſe me kindely, and impute what i amiſſe to my igno- 
Yance. My underſtanding is (imple, my learning little, and my ſiyle rude : Howbeit thy fa- 
wourable con/truttion of theſe my weake endeauours, will be an encouragement vnto me, tw 
ſtudy the performance of ſome other matter, which may be of better conſequence , and giue 
thee more ſatisfattion. And ſo not doubting of thy friendly approbation bereof, 1 reſt 


From my houſe at Weſt=r Thine as his owne, 


the 4® of Aprill,r6 " M. B. 


WEE ado i 


